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Student:           Grade:   Date:       School:         

Student: Read the question. Select the circle that best represents how well you hear and understand. 

1. The teacher is talking in front of the class. The kids 
are quiet. Everyone is watching and listening to the 
teacher. How well can you hear and understand the 
words the teacher is saying? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

 

 

 

2. The teacher is talking, but has his back to you as 
s/he writes on the board or faces another student. 
You cannot see the teacher’s face. How well can you 
hear and understand the words the teacher is saying 
when you can’t see his face? 

     

Always 
Easy 

Mostly 
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly 
Difficult 

Always 
Difficult 

 

 

3. The teacher is talking. She is also walking and 
moving around the room. How well can you hear and 
understand the words the teacher is saying if you 
can’t see her face and she is across the room? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 
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4. Sometimes teachers ask questions during a lesson. 
One kid in class who sits across the room from you is 
answering a question. How well can you hear and 
understand the words the student is saying? 

□With FM mic used by student    □Without FM mic 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

 

 

5. The teacher is explaining how you are supposed to 
do an assignment. She gives directions only one or 
two times. How well can you hear the words and 
understand what the teacher wants you to do? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

 

 

6. The teacher is talking. Some kids are making noise 
at their seats. They may be trying to find papers, 
dropping pencils, whispering or moving their feet. 
How well can you hear and understand the words the 
teacher is saying as the kids make noise? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

 

 

7. The teacher is talking. You hear noise outside of 
the class. It could be kids in the hallway, the 
playground outside, voices next door, cars or 
airplanes. How well can you hear and understand 
words the teacher is saying? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 
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8. Everyone is looking at the computer, TV or video 
screen. The teacher is showing a video or you are 
listening to something shown on the computer 
screen. How well can you hear and understand the 
words said while you are watching the screen? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

 

 

9. The teacher is talking to the class. The teacher is 
using a projector that is making noise OR air is 
blowing from the heater/cooler in your classroom. 
How well can you hear and understand the words the 
teacher is saying when there is a fan‐type of noise at 
the same time? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

   

10. One teacher is talking in front of the class. 
Another teacher is talking to a small group of 
students at the same time. How well can you hear 
and understand the words the teacher in the front is 
saying? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

 

 

11. The kids are all working in small groups. Each 
group is talking and moving papers. How well can you 
hear and understand the words the students in your 
group are saying? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 
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12. Your class stops to listen to school 
announcements. Sometimes kids are making noise 
during the announcements. How well can you hear 
and understand all of the announcements when there 
is some noise? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

 

 

13. There is a school meeting or assembly. Many 
classes of kids are sitting together. The kids are 
listening to a teacher. The teacher is talking without a 
microphone. How well can you hear the words the 
teacher is saying? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

 

 

14. You are outside with other kids you know. Maybe 
it is an outside gym class or you are together on the 
playground, bus stop or field trip. Someone is talking 
while some kids are making noise. How well can you 
hear and understand when people are talking 
outside? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

   

15. You are in school, hanging out with some kids you 
know. It may be lunch time, putting away coats, or 
walking to the classroom. It is noisy. How clearly can 
you hear and understand what the other kids say? 

     

Always  
Easy 

Mostly  
Easy 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

Mostly  
Difficult 

Always  
Difficult 

 

 



2012 © Karen Anderson, Joseph Smaldino, Carrie Spangler:     LIFE_R   Listening Inventory for Education‐Revised 
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/tests/life‐r   Consent provided for use by professionals working with individual students. 

 

 
 

Student:           Grade:   Date:       School:         

SUMMARY of LIFE Student Appraisal 

 
Always  
Easy 

 

Mostly 

Easy 

 

Sometimes 
Difficult 

 

Mostly 

Difficult 

 

Always 

Difficult 

Place an X under the choice the student 
selected to represent how well he or she 
hears and understands in each of the 
following situations. 

          1. Teacher talking in front of room 

          2. Teacher talking with back turned 

          3. Teacher talking while moving 

          4. Student answering during discussion 

          5. Hearing and understanding directions 

          6. Other students making noise 

          7. Noise outside of the classroom 

          8. Multimedia (video, computer) 

          9. Listening with fan noise on 

          10. Simultaneous large and small group 

          11. Cooperative small group learning 

          12.  Announcements 

          13. Listening in a large room (assembly) 

          14. Listening to others when outside 

          15. Listening to students during informal social               
times 

Comments: 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