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SEPTEMBER 2012 UPDATE
Karen L. Anderson, Director

This ‘go-to’ resource site for professionals and parents has been up for 10 months and has now been visited by almost 19,000 unique visitors. There are now more than 900 subscribers! Forward this update to share Supporting Success with parents and colleagues!
WEBCAST development and getting the LIFE-R up and running was the focus of last summer along with lining up some new resource information and products to support student success in the new 2012-2013 school year!    
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WHAT’S NEW FOR SEPTEMBER?
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4 RESOURCES 
2 PRODUCTS

3 WEBCASTS

New professional resource now available, the e-version of the Listening Inventory For Education – Revised
The LIFE was revised and a paper version was made available on this website last October. With the help of wonderful manufacturer sponsors (Cochlear Corporation, LightSpeed, Oticon, Phonak) an electronic version of this newly revised and expanded tool is now available. There are separate sections for Before LIFE listening setting questions, Student LIFE school listening situations, and the After LIFE self-advocacy questions. Students (age 8+) are able to select the answer that best describes their level of listening and understanding challenge for each question. Best of all, this version of the LIFE-R will generate reports that you can complete and print or save to your computer: (1) Accommodations Suggestions, (2) Self-Advocacy Suggestions, (3) Summary of Listening Challenges. This information provides great data for IEP goal development! The e-version of the LIFE-R is posted on the Supporting Success for Children with Hearing Loss website under Professional Resources/ Tests and on the websites of our generous sponsors. Take advantage of the LIFE-R webcast that will be available at no cost in early September through 2012. Feedback is invited on the LIFE-R with the goal of revising the e-version before the end of 2012. 
NEW RESOURCES
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Families

· Understanding How Well Your Child Hears with Hearing Aids describes how audiologists select the “right” hearing aid, fit it so a child receives an optimum amount of speech, and verifies that it is actually is doing what it should be doing to help the child listen and learn using their hearing. Written by Pam Millett, PhD, this resource is a parent-friendly way to get across complicated information, including using an SPLogram to understand what a child hears. 
· Individual Education Plans (IEP) and 504 Plans Fall is IEP time for many families. This resource provides a brief description of an IEP and 504 Plan, the differences and similarities between the two and how to qualify for each. 
Parents and Professionals
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Inservicing the Classroom Teacher Fall is also the time that professionals and parents often meet with the teacher to discuss the needs of the child with hearing loss that will be in their classroom.  This new webpage makes 4 suggestions about information to include in your inservice and also provides a printable handout to share with the teacher to get across the ‘basics’ of why a child with hearing loss may struggle to keep up, and what the teacher can do to accommodate these barriers to instructional access.  Learning with a Hearing Loss – Things for the Teacher to Know and Understand was designed to accompany the individual child information that the professional or parent would share with the teacher.  It also works well with the new product, Inservice Combo – Have you Heard? Handouts & Simulated Hearing Losses CD.
Professionals
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LIFE-R – Listening Inventory For Education – Revised. The long-awaited e-version of the Student LIFE-R is here! Take advantage of the free webcast introducing the LIFE-R! The paper versions of the LIFE-R will remain available. 
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Accommodations for Students with Hearing Loss is a checklist that should be used by school teams whenever they consider the access and learning needs of a student with hearing loss. Areas to consider include: amplification, assistive devices, communication, physical environment and instructional accommodations along with curricular and evaluation modifications. You can also use this list as the basis of educating students about the range of accommodations available, based on their ability to access verbal communication in the school environment. Use Accommodations for Students with Hearing Loss as you discuss elements of access and advocacy with students when the What’s the Problem? Game is used.
Highlighted Resources of the Month

· Language Unlocks Learning.  This resource for parents explains their important role in developing the learning potential of their child with hearing loss and what they need to keep in mind if they want their young child to learn language at a rate similar to a child without hearing loss.  The Parent Interview Progress Report is a quick checklist that builds on ideas presented in Language Unlocks Learning. These resources can be found at Parent Resources/Infants & Toddlers/What should I be doing to help my baby.
· Classroom Noise File. This one minute file of classroom noise can be used as you perform the Functional Listening Evaluation or work to improve the listening in noise ability of your students. It can be found at Professional Resources/Classroom Acoustics.
NEW PRODUCTS
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Inservice Combo – Have You Heard? Handouts & Simulated Hearing Losses CD A student encounters so many people during a school day. Shouldn’t they all be informed of how they can help reduce the barriers to access communication? Clarke Mainstream Services has developed Have You Heard?, a book that has 14 handouts that are ready to copy and distribute to a wide variety of school staff, like the bus driver, librarian, music teacher, etc. This combined product also includes the Simulated Hearing Losses CD that demonstrates hearing loss at one foot and twelve feet using content area information typically found in grades 1, 4, 8 and high school. 
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What’s the Problem? Game  One of the first steps toward self-advocacy is for a student to learn the causes of their listening challenges and then pair appropriate strategies to address each of these challenges. This game addresses both school and community listening challenges for use 1:1 with students or in small groups and is adaptable to students of all ages. Includes example content standards based IEP goals and a quiz for gathering pre/post skill development data. This game is a natural follow-up to students identifying their listening challenges via the LIFE-R student appraisal and to begin to broaden their self-advocacy strategies as identified by the After LIFE questions.  
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NEW WEBCASTS FOR SEPTEMBER
Learning how to develop high quality, practical webcasts at a very reasonable price made for a challenging summer! Each webcast is captioned and all are a minimum of 60 minutes for the low price of $20. In order to make the webcast continuing education all it can be, a new ‘sister’ website has been developed just for webcasts with an exciting new look. It can be accessed through the main Supporting Success website or directly at http://webcasts.successforkidswithhearingloss.com  Webcasts by a wide variety of presenters are being developed however the first three, listed below, are all by Supporting Success Director, Karen Anderson. If you are interested in finding out more about becoming a webcast presenter, please watch the short webcast that describes this opportunity 
· Supporting School Entry/Transition Using the Starting School LIFE and CHILD Checklists
· Assessing Student Classroom Listening Challenges and Strategies: Introducing LIFE-R --- FREE THRU 2012!
· Listen to Learn: Estimating Access to Verbal Instruction

Consultation services For parents or professionals searching for ideas to better meet student needs. Consultation services are an inexpensive, convenient, personalized and caring resource. Sample parent and professional questions are posted as are the Consultant’s qualifications. Thanks for passing the word!
About 600 copies of Building Skills for Success in the Fast-Paced Classroom are now in the hands of professionals throughout the US and a growing number of other countries! THANK YOU for the positive comments that keep coming in! A Study Guide is under development for the professionals in many school districts who want to use Building Skills as a Book Study for professional development.
Thanks again to all of you who are new to Supporting Success and to those of you who have returned many times. I welcome your communication and encourage you to submit suggestions for resources you need and how we can grow to better support the success of children with hearing loss.  – Karen
http://successforkidswithhearingloss.com 

Mission: To improve the futures of children with hearing loss.


Resources for Professionals and Parents 

















