

[image: ]The focus of this guide is assessment from transition to school at age 3 through high school. Categories of assessment are presented, as are ways to tease out information from assessment results to illustrate how to identify needs to support eligibility. A variety of assessments are described for each assessment area. Case studies that show how the teacher can choose appropriate test instruments and interpret the results, including determining possible goal areas. Self-learning application activities help readers to integrate the information into daily practice. 
Teachers who use this guide will have a much better understanding of the vulnerable areas of development due to hearing loss, how the areas interconnect, and ultimately how they are the experts in using the ‘deaf lens’ to contribute to their evaluation teams and service planning. Hearing loss is an access issue that often causes listening, language, attention and social challenges for children learning in a typical classroom environment. Only 1% of children who have IEPs are qualified under a primary disability category of hard of hearing or deaf. Because of this, the learning challenges they experience in school are often overlooked or mistaken by school staff as being due to other issues. It is critical for the teacher of the deaf and hard of hearing to be able to collect the data needed to identify access to verbal instruction and student needs in the areas vulnerable due to hearing loss and use this information to develop appropriate programs.
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