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Forward this update to share Supporting Success with parents and colleagues! 

 
September is always such a busy month with the flurry and demands of the start of school. October comes with the 
relief of being settled into a routine and not quite as rushed, perhaps with a bit more time to stretch into trying new 
ideas and materials. I hope that you have been able to include the new information on social communication and on 
access to verbal instruction that was shared in the September update. As I prepare for a flurry of speaking engagements 
this fall I am again excited about how much information is available to help support the success of children with hearing 
loss. I anticipate that you will find this month’s additions of interest and benefit to your children or students. 
 

Thanks to the 80 teachers who are already Teacher Tools Members! 
Designed specifically for teachers of the deaf/hard of hearing - whether itinerant, resource or center-
based - these resources are inexpensive and of high quality. Go to the Teacher Tools Membership 
website for more information. You can join anytime throughout the school year and access all 
materials that are posted by the 10th of each month from September through April. October 
information is a continuation of September's discussion of the use of routines to support instruction. 

Activities will include at focusing on "before and after" as a link to social skills and will show how to teach "please and 
thank you" to support accommodation access. October target words expand on September's "collection" focus and will 
look at different types of collections that can be found at a flea market.  

 
Information added resulting from a court case 
In 2009 a court required a school district to reimburse the cost of private school tuition to the family of a 

student that the school district found to be ineligible for special education.  After receiving the 

ineligibility decision from the school district, the family sought out an independent educational 

evaluation that revealed significant learning issues, whereupon they placed him in a private school to 

meet his learning needs. The Supreme Court held that a school district’s failure to propose an IEP of any 

kind is at least as serious a violation of its responsibilities under IDEA as a failure to provide an adequate 

IEP. Refer to the IEP Issues and IDEA Law Information webpage for more details (under Eligibility for 

Specialized Instruction, services and supports). 

Have you heard about the Alice Cogswell Act of 2013? This is a proposed bill that is sponsored by the Conference of 

Educational Administrators of Schools & Programs for the Deaf (CEASD) that would 

amend the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The purposes of the act 

are: (1) To better ensure delivery of high quality special education and related 

services to students who are deaf or hard of hearing through specialized instructional 

services and methodologies designed to meet their unique language, communication, 

and learning needs. (2) To better ensure delivery of high quality early intervention 

services to infants and toddlers who are deaf or hard of hearing and their families through specialized services and 

methodologies designed to meet their unique language, communication, and other developmental needs. (3) To 

enhance accountability for the provision of such services. (4) To support the development of personnel serving students 

who are deaf or hard of hearing. Summary of what this Cogswell Act will do. Go to the CEASD website to read more or 

to consider signing a petition of support for this bill.  

Self-Advocacy Skill Development 
IDEA requires that both academic and functional information be considered when identifying or 
planning for the needs of a student with hearing loss. Although self-advocacy is part of the expanded 
core curriculum, it has been a challenge to gather functional assessment information on self-
advocacy skills.  
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The Supporting Success website has a few options for you to gather functional assessment data on your child or 
students.  

1)  Hierarchies: The Guide to Self-Advocacy Skill Development and the Using the Ida My World Counseling Tool 
with Children both specify self-advocacy expectations for children from preschool age through grade 4, when 
the skills should be fully attained, and expectations for use through high school. 

2) Checklists: The Informal Inventory of Independence and Self-Advocacy Skills for Deaf/Hard of Hearing Children 
has just been added to the Self-Advocacy and Accommodations for Students with Hearing Loss webpage, where 
the above hierarchies can also be located. Another useful checklist is the Teacher Checklist: Self-Advocacy and 
Instructional Access which is part of the LIFE-R suite of checklists.  

3) Student Self-Rating: The After LIFE questions of the Listening Inventory For Education - Revised suite of 
checklists are designed as a self-rating for students grade 3 and above (age 8+) to identify which strategies they 
use under 6 challenging situations. There are 22 positive strategies and 12 negative or neutral strategies. 
Progress in the use of positive self-advocacy strategies can be monitored over time.   

 

NEW RESOURCES 
Families 

 Families are aware that reading books to their child is very important, but books are 
expensive and it takes time to shop for age-appropriate books. There is an option for free online 
books that can be viewed on any device without a login. Books are specified for each age range: 0-
3, 4-7 and 8-10 years. For every book that is read for free online, a book will be donated to charity. 
Go to http://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/reading for more information.  

 
Families and Professionals 

 With increasing numbers of families choosing listening and spoken language for their child’s communication 
mode, the development of listening skills from a young age is a critical emphasis. The Auditory Skills Checklist 
has now been accompanied by the Auditory Skills Checklist – Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital. Auditory skills of children who are hard of hearing do not develop at the same 
rate or in the same way without specific teaching. These checklists will guide 
interventionists and family members as they assess and build these important skills. 

 
Professionals 
 

 Last month the Social Communication – Pragmatics webpage was added to Supporting 
Success to provide extensive resources including specific recommendations for assessing 
pragmatics and information on planning/intervention. This area of function is very critical 
to classroom success and is too often overlooked. The development of pragmatics skills 
goes hand-in-hand with the development of Theory of Mind (TOM). For a useful hierarchy that provides 
developmental expectations for children from 6 months through 7 years on both Pragmatics and TOM, access 
the Summary of Social Interaction (Pragmatic) Development / Theory of Mind hierarchy that has been included 
under What assessments should be used? on the Pragmatics webpage.  

 Last Fall a PowerPoint presentation by Gwen Severance and Patty Klein was shared: What you need to know 
about student’s hearing technology for classroom listening. Because of the size of this large PPT file, it could 
only be uploaded as a pdf file last year. This year, due to website hosting changes, I was able to post the full 
43-slide PowerPoint presentation on the Inservicing the Classroom Teacher webpage. Happy Inservicing! 

 

Webcasts are back! 
After a very lengthy hiatus due to webcast service provider issues, Supporting Success is 

developing more webcasts! Spiffed up imaging on all existing webcasts and improved audio on 

newly recorded webcasts make this professional development option better than ever!  Thanks 

to those school districts who have purchased group viewing for the professional development of 

your staff.  

New webasts are up on the Webcasts to Support the Success of Children with Hearing Loss 

website. These two are just finishing being captioned and will be available for view by mid-October. 
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13 Tools for Advocacy & Access for Success in the Mainstream Setting   Presenter: Gail Wright 

Applying Common Core Standards to IEPs for the “New DHH Learner”   Presenter: Karen Anderson 

 

PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS 
With the focus of this Monthly Update on self-advocacy, I am pleased to share information on games and materials 

available from Supporting Success that are meant to help develop student self-awareness and 
independence skills: 

 Rule the School Self-Advocacy Game 

 What’s the Problem Game 

 Monkey Talk 

 Hearing Aid and FM Bingo Games to develop independence with hearing devices 

 5 Ways to Say Good Day provides a classroom learning opportunity for communication tips 

 I’m the Boss of My Hearing Loss book supports independence and self-advocacy 
 

 
 
INTERACT-AS September 26th Webinar was a success!   
Next webinar is 11/13 at 4:30 CT 
Webinars offer a great opportunity to have the developer of Interact-AS describe this speech-to-text 
translation software, see him demonstrate it and ask the questions that are pertinent to your situation 
or student. I always learn from these webinars!   Register HERE for the November 13

th
 webinar. 

 

The Summary of Key Points for a Successful Trial Period and Interact-AS Success 
Stories and Interact-AS Success Stories may be a good place to start if you haven’t heard much 
about this accommodation technology. 
 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Thanks too to all our Facebook fans for the wonderful support. Please share the page with your friends and 

family, and stay tuned in the next few weeks because we'll provide you with great tips on how to make the 

holidays more meaningful and fun for kids with hearing loss. 

 
 
THANKS 
We hope that you find SSCHL information and products helpful as you work with children who are deaf or hard of hearing or their 
families. I am thrilled that over 10,000 of you per month are taking advantage of these resources to support the children with 
hearing loss in your life! I welcome your communication and encourage you to submit suggestions for resources you need and how 
we can grow to better support the success of children with hearing loss.  – Karen 
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