
Early Listening Function

Background Information and 
Scoring Examples



Why: Hearing is a distance sense. A child with a

hearing loss will have a reduced hearing range, or a

smaller listening bubble.

Only someone who is with the child everyday can

observe how the child is using hearing in daily

situations.

Hearing instruments will improve the size of the

listening bubble. With use of amplification during all

waking hours, response to sound will usually

improve over time.



Get into the child’s hearing range!

Not in range! In range and listening!

The Listening Bubble Effect



Observing child behavior when presented with 
contrived listening activities at different 

distances and in quiet and noise

6 inches, 3 feet, 6 feet, 10 feet, 15+ feet

12 Activities:
• 4 quiet

• 4 typical loudness

• 4 loud

Loudness calibration is not critical – parent 
participation in typical environments is critical

Quiet and noise: parents develop an awareness of 
how having the TV always on limits the child‟s 
perception of other sounds



Opportunities for
parents to 
discover how their 
child responds to 
sounds in the 
environment.

Developing a 
meaningful bank 
of observations 
that make hearing 
loss „real‟



Contrived listening activities to 

build a base of parent experience

Child responses are observed at different distances

In Quiet and Noisy settings

With and without amplification



Other benefits of the ELF

 The ELF gives the parents something “to do” to feel 
like they are helping their child

 The ELF can be a first activity with early 
intervention and/or following the diagnosis

 Results of the ELF can be a source of motivation for 
following through with hearing aids or earmolds 

 Encourage the parents to tune into auditory 
development over time

 Can involve all caregivers in different environments

 The ELF also provides parents with a clear way of 
describing their child‟s level of hearing loss



ELF as a Validation Tool

 Informally the audiologist and parent can observe 
improvements in the size of the listening bubble 
with amplification. 

 Formally, the ELF can be scored with each activity 
having a point value (if parents are interested)

 Audiologist, parent or early interventionist can 
score and compare over time (involve Dads!)

 Reveals improvements in perception of quiet input 
or across distance

 The ELF also has a separate form for parents to 
complete 1-2 weeks after new amplification is fit



Infant and Young Child 
Amplification Use Checklist



Infant and Young Child 
Amplification Use Checklist



Use of the ELF as part of 
standard early intervention services

 Initial discussions with parents about what having 
a hearing loss means                                   
(„listening bubble vs audiogram)

 A first „activity‟ 

 Assist in determining need to try an FM

 Assist in determining benefit of amplification, 
including FM

 Empowers parents to share valuable information 
with audiologists during amplification discussions

 Assists in developing advocacy skills for transition 
at school-age



Scoring –
they way to 
some dad‟s 

hearts!



The Listening 
Bubble

The parents will
develop a sense 
of how close they
need to be to the
child for a strong
response to sound.
The difference in 
listening in quiet and
noise is a real 
eye opener! (3 vs 6 ft)



Empowering 
parents –

validating their 
observations 

and their 
contribution to 
the hearing aid 
fitting process; 

motivating them 
towards 

consistent 
hearing aid 

wear



The ELF as a beginning

 The ELF is a good means to involve parents, 
especially after involving them in the diagnostic 
process

 The parents can continue to observe the child‟s 
listening bubble as one means to monitor the 
value of hearing aid use

 The ELF can be an entry point for parent interest 
in development of auditory skills

 Parents who have been involved with the ELF are 
more motivated and prepared to complete the 
CHILD at about age 3


